TRIUMPH                                  267

at his elbow prompting his replies; he could only spend such
money as Rais Ahmed might dole out to him; in the fullness
of time Rais Ahmed would suppress him altogether. The
only reason why the tyrant stayed his hand was that he
knew himself to be unpopular. But he was quietly filling
Ortnuz with supporters from Persia, and when he felt that
he was strong enough, then he would crown himself and make
an end of Turan Shah.

Turan Shah's only ally was the Vizier Rasnoradin. But
Rosnoradin was as helpless as himself against Rais Ahmed.
The old man had been ill at the time Rais Ahmed had brought
off his coup, and unable to circumvent him, Rasnoradin was
now only Vizier in name and just as much a prisoner as the
King.

Rais Ahmed became pensive when he saw the Portuguese
arrive, His own position was unofficial, to say the least of
it, aucl might be awkward. Awaiting developments, he
relaxed his pressure on his undo and the King. His victims
breathed again and hoped for better things. Turan Shah
saw a solitary ray of brightness on a black horizon. Perhaps
he would find a protector before it was too late.

The ambassador who had been sent to Portugal by the
dead Cogeatar had returned to Onnuss with the Portuguese
lleet. He wished to land and deliver his report but, having
embraced Christianity unauthorifcedly, he felt that his
position was a little difficult. He said that he hardly dared
to go ashore without a hostage being given.

Albuquerque accordingly demanded one on his behalf.
At the same time the King was informed that, in the interests
of peace, the Portuguese fleet was watching round the island.
Any armed men caught attempting to cross would be sent
to the bottom. Turan Shah was invited to issue a proclama-
tion to that effect. Other matters there were to discuss,
but they could wait till the ambassador had seen the King.

Everyone* was anxious to see the returned traveller and
hear the result: of his embassy. Rasnoradin dispatched a
young and most reluctant sou as hostage on the flagship.